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LIBRARIES A N D INSTITUTIONS

American Council of Learned Societies Transfers the Universities Service Centre
The American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) reached an agreement effective
July 1,1988, to transfer administrative responsibihty for the Universities Service Centre
(USC) to the Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) for a period of three years.
Contingent on the success of this arrangement, the ACLS will transfer ownership of the
USC to the CUHK after the conclusion of this period.
Established in 1963, and managed by the ACLS since 1971, the USC is a research facil
ity designed to support students and scholars doing research on China, by providing
them with research space, library facilities, and other services. In particular the USC
has one of the best existing libraries of Chinese-language newspapers, periodicals, and
other research materials. However, since the establishment of research access to the
People's Republic of China (PRC), its importance to American scholars has changed.
In the past American scholars, especially those writing or revising dissertations on con
temporary China, almost without exception worked for extended periods of time at the
USC-there was no alternative facility. The USC served both as a research site and in
formally as a mechanism to incorporate the scholar into the field of China studies.
There the scholar developed friendly and productive ties with those who would be col
leagues for much of his or her professional career. Now, while more scholars use the
USC, they each spend less time there. In addition, the users are an increasingly interna
tional group, as major American Chinese studies centers have developed comparable
libraries of their own. American Chinese specialists still feel that the USC is essential,
but largely to complement work done in the U.S. or in the PRC, rather than as a substi
tute for such work. Because of these changes, it had become impossible for the ACLS
to continue to raise the funds necessary to maintain the USC. Therefore, for the last
two years we have tried to transfer responsibility for the USC to some other institution
better able to maintain it. Our first option was to try to establish a consortium of
American Chinese studies centers to manage the USC. Most of the centers agreed to
join this effort, but even with their help we were not able to raise enough money to
maintain the USC. We also investigated the possiblility of donating the USC library to
an American library expanding its Chinese language materials. The agreement eventu
ally reached with the CUHK satisfies all our essential concerns, to maintain an open, in
ternational research facility of the PRC in Hong Kong.
In the agreement the CUHK agrees to move the USC to its campus and to manage it
for three years. They will bear all of the operational costs. They will nominate a ma
jority of the USC Advisory Committee, and their nominees will be active acholars, not
all from the CUHK. Specifically they have agreed to maintain the collection with its fo
cus and scope of acquisitions the same as in the past, and they have agreed to make it
available to scholars, by providing desk space, housing, etc. The director of the USC,
John Dolfin, declined die CUHK's offer to continue in this position. Kuan Hsin-chi,
Director of the University's Institute of Asian Studies, will serve in the new position of
executive director, and the CUHK has begun a search for a new director with opera
tional responsibilities for the Centre. The two librarians previously employed at the
USC have accepted jobs at the CUHK. The USC will not reopen until March this year,
to allow space to be prepared at the new site, which is an excellent one.
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The collection has been moved out of the old USC, and it is being stored at the CUHK
pending preparation of the new site in the main CUHK library building. The librarians
are beina, given temporary office space to attend to purchasing, subscriptions, and cata
loging. The library will become, with the CUHK college libraries, one of its four major
branch libraries, that devoted specifically to the PRC. The USC librarians will be ex
pert in the collection of materials from tne PRC, and they will be assisted by other unversity librarians in more general or more technical matters. The CUHK has agreed on
the importance of a major preservation/microfilming effort, and we have agreed to help
them raise the extra funds necessary to do this.
All things considered, this agreement promises to meet our goal of maintaining a highquality research facility in Hong Kong. CUHK is making a major commitment to this,
and it has welcomed international involvement in the management of the USC. They
also welcome the opportunity to expand their facilities to deal with the PRC, and they
do not seem in the least daunted by the possible political pressure to which this might
subject them.
(From American Council of Learned Societies. / ACLS Newsletter, second series 1, no.
4 (Autumn 1988): 8.)

The Center for Research Libraries Hosts Librarians from the People's Republic of
China

The Center for Research Libraries was host to the Delegation on Library Management
and Administration from the People's Republic of China, sponsored by the National
Committee on United States-China Relations, Inc. The delegation toured the Kenwood
building and discussed cooperative collection development. The group was led by Du
Ke, Director, Bureau of Library Administration, Ministry of Culture and Executive
Deputy Librarian, National Library of China. The other members of the delegation
were TongJiyong, Director, He nan Provincial Library; Li Xunda, Deputy Chiet Library
Affairs Office, Bureau of Library Administration, Ministry of Culture; Vu Guangzhen,
Director for Systems Automation, Shenzhen City Library, Guangdong Province; Qiao
Ling, Deputy Chief of the Foreign Relations Office, National Library of China.
(From Focus on The Center for Research Libraries 8, no. 6 (Nov.-Dec. 1988): 2.)

